
RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT  

 

This paper is a literature review, which is a research report on the state of an issue as it stands today (currently).  

 

PROCESS - PHASE 1: THE RESEARCH 
 

Step 1. Choose a social issue that impacts Canadian youth today (under 25). 

Step 2. Do some preliminary research to help narrow the scope of the issue and also to confirm it as your topic. 

Step 3. Research, find and print at least 4 articles (3 with named authors) on this topic. Make sure you are finding 

reliable sources. 

Step 4. Read each article and highlight the parts that represent each of the 4 components you’re looking for for this 

review. You must use 4 different colours and create a legend for which colour is which component. This is a process 

called coding data. You are creating a code for how you read and make notes. These are the 4 components you are 

reading for: 

 Risk Factors: the factors / qualities that place the person at risk for engaging in the issue 

 Protective Factors: the factors that protect/ prevent the person from engaging in the issue 

 Consequences: the results of engaging in the issue 

 Programs in Place: the help / resources / studies / programs that are in place to help deal with, cure, or 

prevent the issue. 

Step 5. Using the note-making grids / graphic organizers, start with risk factors, go through at least 3 articles and fill 

in in each space – the name of the article / source, the information – in your own words- from that source ion risk 

factors, and repeat for each article until this page is full, except for the middle square. REPEAT this step for each 

note-sheet, compiling all your data.  Leaving the middle square empty. This is called collating your data – or 

putting it all together in one place. 

Step 6. Look over your note-sheets now. You will see holes – there will be areas you have less information than 

others. Identify these areas and now refine your research to look for articles specifically on that topic. Print and 

repeat Steps 1-5 – but just filling in the gaps in your research so far. 

Step 7. On each page and for each component – now look at the triangulation you have on each component / page. 

Find the patterns / categories in that information from all 3 sources. Write these bullet points in the center square, 

and do it for each note-sheet / component. These will form the basis of the mini-chapters of each section. This is 

called synthesizing your data. 

 

CHECKPOINT #1 - All this research is done, coded, collated, and synthesized. You MUST hand in all articles 

and all notes with GC. 
 

PROCESS - PHASE 2: WRITE & CITE 
 

Step 1. Look at and break down the models 

Step 2. Write the introduction laying out why this is becoming / has become a serious problem, and sharing the 

context for this. 

Step 3. Using the common squares for each component, identify the pattern you will use to formulate / organize each 

of the 4 sections of your paper.  

Step 4. Write the first section on Risk Factors - using the information from your note-sheets and citing your sources 

properly 

Step 5. Peer review the intro and section 1 – MINI-CHECKPOINT 

Step 6. Repeat Step 2 for all the other 3 sections 

Step 7. Draft the conclusion and the Works Cited page 

 

CHECKPOINT #2  Peer review the entire document   
 

CHECKPOINT #3 Submit GC on top, RD peer- and self-reviewed, RD intro and section 1 peer- and self-reviewed, 

4 note-sheets and all articles (highlighted) and the checklist 

 

 

  

http://weebly-file/1/1/8/4/11841022/research_note-making_grid.pdf


RESEARCH PAPER CHECKLIST 

 

TALK Competency Criteria /3  (total ____________________%) 

Research Strategies (getting informed and collecting and organizing information) 

 Uses secondary sources, particularly credible online resources 

 Goes through the three phases of research by conducting: 

o Preliminary research to find a topic of significance with breadth and relevance and to help narrow the 

scope of the topic 

o In-depth research on the issue in general and on all 4 components (3 articles with named authors 

minimum) 

o Focused and targeted research to fill in any gaps in the triangulation of sources and data 

 Uses a system to keep track of data / information collected 

o Codes data (based on the 4 components – highlighting the articles using 4 colours) 

o Collates and triangulates the data (writing the notes in own words on the note-sheets) 

o Categorizes the collated data looking for patterns or common themes (filling in the middle square) 

 

READING Competency Criteria /4  (total ____________________%)  

Interprets and Applies research (content of the paper): 

 Reads to extract relevant information 

 Determines the social context of the issue and why it is relevant and controversial 

 Organizes elements from research in order to achieve coherence and communicate clearly 

 Highlights key points and selects relevant evidence to illustrate and justify ideas 

 Balanced and knowledgeable portrait of issue – well balanced research on all components of text 

o Triangulated sources present (minimum 3 references per section) 

o Minimum 5 sources, maximum 10 (3 must be authored) 

___Proper MLA in-text citations (-1% per infraction) 

___Properly done Works Cited page (up to -5% for not done at all or for mistakes) 

 

PRODUCTION Competency Criteria /4 (total ____________________%) 

Communication Context 

 Is this a REPORT? Do you give information without any bias or personal opinion? 

 3rd person objective POV – NO “I” or “you”. 

 Tone is authoritative and distant discussing fact and research. 

 Register is expert to non-expert 

 

Style: Structure and Features of Text 

 Intro that places the issue in context and explains why this is controversial / current 

 Body organized and sequenced using a classification structure based on each of the 4 components. Each section 

has a heading and subheadins which are based on the pattersn found in the reaserch phase. 

 Conclusion that highlights important facts or findings (synthesis, interpretation of data) 

 Layout which visually cues the reader (headings and subheadings) 

 Evidence to support details, ideas and concepts (secondary sources) & information is presented in sets. 

 Features that develop the content include: paraphrasing, using examples (from sources, not personal examples), 

description, quotations (from sources), definitions, facts, statistics, historical context info, etc 

____ Follows all MLA formatting rules (-1% per infraction). 

Style: Codes and Conventions of Language 

 Syntax: correct punctuation; compound/ complex sentences with a semi-colon and transitional words to link 

ideas such as however, on the other hand, therefore; use of continuous present tense, etc. 

 Vocabulary and terminology apply to the specific topic or genre (report); correct spelling, etc. 

 

CHEATING and PLAGIARISM are serious academic offenses. Please see page 5 of the student agenda 2017/18 

for the definition, examples, and details. In term 3 of grade10 English, these offenses will be punishable by an 

unequivocal grade of zero and NO opportunity to resubmit. Students KNOW the difference between fact / general 

knowledge and opinion / intellectual property. Therefore, any theft or fraud is a conscious choice and, thus, there 

is NO excuse. 

 


